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FOR RELEASE:

20 January 1977

!'R(lM:

Kika de la Garza

95-571
Washington D C

INAUGURAL EXCITEMENT has had Washington in its grip since the first of the year, although the new Congress has been busy completing our organization and preparing for
what looks to be an activj! and productive legislative year.

The transition period

between the outgoing Administration and the new one has been happily marked by an
absence of acrimony and by cooperation on both sides.

There is a general feeling

here that people in government and out must combine their efforts to"move our Nation
forward.

That feeling was very much in evidence as we approached the day of our

Presidential Inauguration.
Our South Texas area made plans to send visitors up to share in the fes-

tivities.

Among them, according to advance information received in my office are

22 students from the second grade social studies class of Horton Elementary School
of Weslaco.

They are more than welcome and the same goes for any other South Texans

getting to Washington for Inaugural

~leek.

*

*

It I s your National Capital!

*

COMMITTEE WORK of a special kind took up much of my time and attention during the
early days of the 95th Congress.

The House Democratic Steering and Policy Committee

has the responsibility of making assignments to all the regular committees.

As a

member of this group, I had to consider (along with my colleagues on the Steering
Committee) the desires of Representatives along with the openings on the committees
where they wished to be placed.

Su far as is possible, we have tried to place the

right person on the right committee and I hope we have made more Members happy than
unhappy.
My own committee assignments, after all the reshuffling, are just what they

were and just what I wanted them to be.

I am still assigned to the Committee on

Agriculture and the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries.
significance to our area.

Both are of special

My membership on them gives me a great opportunity to

watch out for the interests of large groups of South Texans.

I hope to continue as

Chairman of the Agriculture Subcommittee on Department Operations, Investigations
and Oversight, which oversees all operations of the Department of Agriculture.

I

also serve on the Agriculture Subcommittee on Cotton and on the Subcommittee on
Conservation and Credit.

In Merchant Marine, I am assigned to the Subcommittees

on Fisheries and Wildlife Conservation; Coast Guard, Coast and Geodetic Survey, and
Navigation; Oceanography, and a Special Subcommittee on Maritime Education and
Training.

An idle brain, someone once said, is the Devil's workshop.
as if I will be safe from that threat for another session of Congress.

*

*

So it looks

MY BILL to promote land and water resources, passed unanimously during last year's
session and then vetoed by the President, has been reintroduced by me -- and early
enouglr to get the low House Resolution number of 15.

The measure proposes to esta-

blish a coordinated planning system within the U S Department of Agriculture for the
work administered by the Soil Conservation Service.

I am hopeful for passage of

this bill because I feel quite well satisfied that it will receive favorable consideration in the House Agriculture Committee.
Another bill -- H R 11 -- I have co-sponsored would rebuild the pUblic
works program approved by Congress last year but vetoed by the President.
Farm research activities would be beefed up by a bill I have joined other
members of the Agriculture Committee in sponsoring.

The bill -- which was over-

whelmingly approved by the House last year -- proposes to inten~ity research into
ways to produce cheaper and better food and fiber.
A copY of any bill I introduce or co-sponsor is available to anyone in
the 15th Congressional District who asks for it.

Just let me know the number of the

House resolution or the subject of the proposed legislation.

*

*

*

SOME ODD IDEAS about what causes a Congressman -- or anyway this Congressman -- to
vote the way he does are held by some people.

Occasionally I receive letters from

South Texans who say I vote on legislation the way I'm told to vote by some usually
unidentified "special interests."
by voting this way or that.

And I have even been charged by some irresponsible

persons of voting in favor of
erroneous ideas.

Or I'm accused of trying to buy popular support

~his

or that ethnic group, and several other usually

None of this is true.

In every action I

tak~

I am cognizant of

the oath of office I have spoken at the .beginning of each term I have served in the
House of Representatives.

It reads as follows:

"I, Kika de la Garza, do solemnly swear that I will
support and defend the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign and domestic;
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the
same; that I take this obligation ·freely, without
any mental reservation or purpose of evasion, and
that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter.
So help me God."
I believe every word of that and I try to live up to my oath of office in
everything I do as your Representative.

*
VISITORS FROM HOME:

*

*

Visiting my office from home this week ..were Mr A Cuellar and

Dr Arnulfo Oliviera of Brownsville; Mr and Mrs Emil Muchetti and their children
Michael, Monica, and Peter, of Kingsville.

*

